


to enter the fishery, if granted a license. Therefore this excludes the younger generation, except if you 

are already one of the existing 14 vessels. You have to consider a lot of the existing vessel owners are 

getting on in age, and who is going to be there in 28 years time? The other thing to bare in mind for 

those with no understanding of time frame for a new build is about 2 years from bank to completion 

and a lot of hard work and stress and then got to make it pay ,so that’s another factor just to get started, 

Ownership of license 

In our opinion, it should be like a pressure stock license, where it remains with the boat and owner for 

the security of the big investment, which would secure bank loans and personal security of investment. 

The investment goes beyond just the vessel, this is a very important issue.  

Regarding the areas, 

 Steven Dells letter summed the problem up, that would arise from closing areas away from the main 

suction fleet, putting extra pressure on grounds available to the suction fleet. We should learn by 

mistakes, on what’s happened In the quota fishery where everybody jumps on one species, because 

there not allowed another, i.e. too much effort on one type of fish, look what has happened to the 

Whelk fishery. What I am trying to say, is you need the fleet spread over a bigger area at times, this 

wouldn’t impact a small scale fishery and I would like it noted now, in my opinion I don’t think now that 

there will be many boats,( apart from existing boats connected to the main dredging fleet which could 

be several )  that will be able to participate because of new MCA regulation or even want to if they can’t 

carry weight , by boats coming from the local estuary ports. I hope I am wrong, but I don’t think so. This 

needs serious thought.  

We think this process should of started to look favourable for young local fishermen but in our opinion  

In 10 years or less there will be only a hand full of full time fishermen left, the cockle fleet will be there 

and their associated vessels and most of what’s left now gone,  because of the age the existing men  

Best Regards 

     




