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Introduction
This report provides insight into the financial and operational 
performance of the selected English fleets between 2011 and 
2020. Vessels are allocated to England based on their ports 
of administration. Data for years up to and including 2019 are 
estimates based on the same year costs and earnings samples 
collected by Seafish, combined with official statistics on 
landings, capacity and effort, along with the latest fuel price. 

Due to a time lag in the availability of company accounts, 2020 
estimates are generated using up-to-date landings data, 2020 
fuel prices and 2019 cost structures and should therefore be 
considered as provisional. Seafish will revise those estimates, 
as part of its annual work programme. 

This publication presents data from 3 Seafish-defined fleet 
segments plus the Thames Estuary Cockle Fishery Order 
(TECFO) cockle fleet. Further details on other segments can be 
found in the 'Economics of the UK Fishing Fleet 2020' report 
available from the Seafish website:

www.seafish.org

The Seafish website also offers access to our full suite of 
publications covering the economic performance of the UK’s 
catching and processing sectors. Comments and feedback are 
always welcome. Please contact us at:

Seafish Economics

Seafish
18 Logie Mill
Logie Green Road
Edinburgh
EH7 4HS

Telephone: 0131 558 3331
E-mail: economics@seafish.co.uk
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2020 Summary table
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2020 data Ten year trend 2011-2020

Fleet segment Main stock  
by value No. vessels

Average days 
at sea per 

vessel

Total  
landings 
(tonnes)

Landings  
per kW day at 

sea (kg)

Income  
per kW day  
at sea (£)

Total cost  
per kW day  
at sea (£)

Operating 
profit per kW 

day at sea 
(£)

Landings  
per kW day  
at sea (kg)

Income per 
kW day at 

sea (£)

Total cost  
per kW day  
at sea (£)

Operating 
profit per kW 

day at sea 
(£)

Landings per 
kW day at sea  

2011-2020  
(% change)

Thames TECFO cockle fleet Cockles 14 48 7,440 58 51 47 7.03 Upward Upward Upward Downward 29%

Under 10m demersal trawls and seine Nephrops NS 107 67 2,459 2.73 6.13 6.19 0.89 Upward Downward Upward Downward 18%

Under 10m drift and/or fixed nets Sole & Bass 171 64 3,138 3.69 8.28 6.01 3.29 Upward Upward Upward Upward 43%

Under 10m pots and traps Lobsters 348 78 10,416 3.76 8.62 7.21 2.37 Upward Upward Upward Upward 9%

Fleet segment in 2020 Number of vessels Total days at sea Total value of landings (£m) Total weight landed (tonnes) Main species landed (over 
20% of value) Home port of administration

Thames TECFO cockle fleet 14 677 6.5 7,440 Cockles England

Under 10m demersal trawls and seine 107 7,127 5.5 2,459 Nephrops NS England

Under 10m drift and/or fixed nets 171 10,921 7 3,138 Sole & Bass England

Under 10m pots and traps 348 27,178 23.9 10,416 Lobsters England
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UK overview

The graphic above shows average operating cost structure 
and operating profit as a percentage of total revenue for 
each of the 4 segments featured in this report. According 
to the preliminary Seafish fleet economic performance 
estimates, every fleet segment analysed in this report made 
an operating profit in 2020. 

Total operating profit across the 4 segments was estimated 
to be £106.6 million in 2020, a 57% decrease on the 
previous year. Operating profit as a percentage of total 
income decreased in all but the under 10 metre pots and 
traps fleet segment. In absolute terms, however, the only 
fleet segment with operating profits higher in 2020 than in 
2019 was the under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets. 

2020 was an extremely challenging year with Covid-19 
and associated lockdown measures having a considerable 
impact on fleet operations. Total income fell by 29% 
between 2019 and 2020. Whilst the average price of fuel 
decreased from 45.9 per litre in 2019 to 37.1 pence per 
litre in 2020, this did not offset markedly lower activity and 
lower seafood prices. 

Fishing income across the four fleet segments fell, from 
£905.8 million in 2019 to £622.9 million in 2020. Cumulative 
non-fishing income, meanwhile, rose from £37.5 million in 
2019 to £49.1 million in 2020. 

The graphic above highlights four main types of operating 
cost: crew share, fuel cost, other fishing costs and total 
vessel costs. 

Fishing costs vary depending on the amount of vessel 
activity and the value and quantity of landings, and cover 
a wide range of elements. Crew share (wages) and fuel 
and oil comprise a significant part of fishing costs. Other 
fishing costs include boxes, ice, food and stores, sales 
commissions, harbour dues, subscriptions and levies, 
shore labour, travel costs, quota leasing and days at sea 
purchases.

Vessel costs are independent of the level of vessel activity 
during the year. These fixed vessel costs comprise gear and 
vessel repairs, insurance, administration and the purchase, 
hire and maintenance of electronic equipment.

Total operating costs (fishing costs plus vessel costs) 
decreased for all but one segment (under 10 metre drift 
and/or fixed nets) between 2019 and 2020. The average 
decrease among all segments was 14% and the main cost 
deflator was fuel which fell 41% in 2020.

Projected total vessel costs, expressed as a percentage of 
total income, ranged from 18% of total income for under 10 
metre drift and/or fixed nets to 49% of income for Thames 
TECFO cockle fleet in 2020. Cumulatively, this variable rose 
from 32% in 2019 to 43% in 2020. 

Seafish estimates that total expenditure by the four fleet 
segments on marine fuel was £23.7 million in 2020. This 
is a lower spend than 2019, and down by around one 
third since 2016. Oil prices collapsed in 2020 as Covid-19 
upended market demand.

Many fishermen are paid as a share of fishing income after 
deduction of fishing costs. As fishing income fell, crew 
share would also decrease since fuel costs did not, and this 
is true for all but the under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets 
segment.
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Average operating cost structure and operating profit as % of revenue

Key:

Total vessel costs
Other fishing costs
Crew share
Fuel
Operating profit

Thames TECFO cockle fleet

Under 10m demersal trawls and seine

Under 10m drift and/or fixed nets

Under 10m pots and traps

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



5

Selected English fleets   |   Economic performance report   |   Dataset 2011-2020

Fleet segments in 2020

Number of Vessels  171

Total days at sea 10,921

Total value of landings (£’000)  £7,000

Total weight landed (tonnes)  3,138

Main species landed Others
(species over 20% of total value)

Home nation of port of administration England 

Average Vessel Characteristics in 2020

8.1     64        5        80         171 
Vessels

Average Landings
£
 t

£41,200

8.6t

Top 10 ports by landings

The economists at Seafish have prepared text to summarise the business performance of each segment and trends over time. The text is presented in four sections: 

1. Vessel Numbers – Vessel membership of a fleet segment is defined by main area fished, gear used, species landed by value, engine power and vessel length. The trend in vessel  
 numbers can be indicative of how attractive the fleet segment is to business owners. 
2. Business performance by kW day at sea – kWdays at sea provides a standard measure of effort which can be used to compare performance (productivity, costs, income and   
 profit) across years and between fleet segments. 
3. Operating costs - comprise fishing costs, which are dependent on the level of fishing activity; and vessel costs, which tend to be fixed regardless of the level of activity. 
4. Operating profit - the difference between total income and operating costs. 
5. Value added per vessel – Gross Value Added (GVA) is the sum of operating profit and total wages (including payments to agency workers) and it is used as a measure of    
 contribution to the economy. 

All monetary figures adjusted to 2020 prices to allow direct comparison between years.

Report guide - how to interpret graphs and data

The box above provides a summary of the fleet 
segment characteristics in 2020. “Main species” 
refers to any species that individually make up more 
than 20% of the total landings value by fleet segment. 
This report covers only vessels registered in England 

Key for above: The map shows the top 10 landing ports of the fleet 
segment by value (unless there are fewer than 10). Each 
blue dot shown on the map represents a port. The size of 
the dot reflects the size of landings made at that port in 
2020. These maps can include ports in other countries.

Vessel Length

Days at Sea

Gross Tonnage

Engine Power (kW)

Number of Vessels13
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Thames TECFO cockle fleet  -  Fleet segment business characteristics in 2020
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Fleet segments in 2020

Number of Vessels  14

Total days at sea 677

Total value of landings (£’000)  £6,500

Total weight landed (tonnes)  7,440

Main species landed Cockles
(species over 20% of total value)

Home nation of port of administration England 

Average Vessel Characteristics in 2020

13.7     48       23     188          14 
Vessels

Average Landings
£
 t

£461,500

531.4t

Top 10 ports by landings

Fig 1. Top stocks by value as % of total value landed in 2020  

Fig 3. Days at sea by gear type as % of total days at sea in 2020

Fig. 2. Value of landings by stocks and month in 2020

Fig. 4. Total days at sea by gear type and month in 2020
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Thames TECFO cockle fleet  -  Fleet segment business performance, 2011-2020
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   Economic Performance, 2011-2020 Trend  
2011-2020 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (estimate)

  Active vessels (#) 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14

AV
ER

A
G

E 
PE

R 
VE

SS
EL

  Days at Sea (days) 8 * 6 * 46 49 46 36 30 45 58 48

  Landings (tonnes) 80.8 71.2 432.0 479.4 465.4 337.7 251.0 474.1 578.3 531.4

  Landings per day at sea (tonnes) 9.58 11.33 9.41 9.86 10.09 9.32 8.39 10.47 9.91 10.99

  Average price per tonne landed (£) 992 833 646 1,098 662 808 1,108 874 1,195 868

  Total Income (£’000) 80.6 61.5 288.1 533.0 324.3 283.5 287.8 430.1 720.0 489.8

  Total Operating Costs (£’000) 56.0 37.1 193.5 351.1 222.2 206.5 222.2 302.1 526.7 425.8

  Gross Value Added (£’000) 48.7 42.2 160.8 317.9 166.3 147.7 133.9 236.3 371.4 187.9

  Operating Profit (£’000) 24.7 24.4 94.6 181.8 102.1 77.0 65.6 128.1 193.3 64.0

Fig. 5. Economic performance of fleet segment, 2019 (total, £'000)

Net profit £1,610

Operating profit £2,706 

GVA £5,200

Operating costs £7,374

Fishing income £9,677

Total income £10,080

16%

27%

52%

73%

96%

100%

Fig. 6. Average per vessel: Operating costs structure compared to income, 2011-2020 Fig. 7. Operating costs compared to income per KW day at sea (£)

Vessel numbers
In 2020, there were 14 vessels in the segment. This is unchanged since 2011. 

Landings and average price 

Cockles dominated the value of landings throughout 2020, with a small proportion of razor clams in both June and October. In the observed 

period to 2020, the average price per tonne landed was highest in 2019 at £1,195 and lowest in 2013 at £646.

Business performance by kilowatt day at sea (kWdas) 

Since 2011, the fishing income achieved per kWdas has been variable, with a cumulative rise of 13% over the ten-year period. A peak in this 

variable of £64.22 in 2019 when the highest average price per tonne landed was observed. 

Value added per segment 

As in business performance by kWdas, the average GVA per vessel in the observed period has been variable. This variable saw two broad 

waves: an initial peak in 2014 was supplanted by another in 2019. Between 2011 and 2020, the rate of change in this variable was 286%.

 * A change to the statistical approach was implemented from mid-2012
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Under 10 metre demersal trawls and seine  -  Fleet segment business characteristics in 2020
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Fleet segments in 2020

Number of Vessels  107

Total days at sea 7,127

Total value of landings (£’000)  £5,500

Total weight landed (tonnes)  2,459

Main species landed Nephrops NS
(species over 20% of total value)

Home nation of port of administration England 

Top 10 ports by landings

Fig 1. Top stocks by value as % of total value landed in 2020  

Fig 3. Days at sea by gear type as % of total days at sea in 2020

Fig. 2. Value of landings by stocks and month in 2020

Fig. 4. Total days at sea by gear type and month in 2020

Average Vessel Characteristics in 2020
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Average Landings
£
 t
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Under 10 metre demersal trawls and seine  -  Fleet segment business performance, 2011-2020
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   Economic Performance, 2011-2020 Trend  
2011-2020 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (estimate)

  Active vessels (#) 139 150 138 120 125 121 109 94 106 107

AV
ER

A
G

E 
PE

R 
VE

SS
EL

  Days at Sea (days) 96 90 88 89 85 93 92 85 90 67

  Landings (tonnes) 27.0 29.8 29.9 28.1 27.2 28.2 33.0 28.2 31.9 23.0

  Landings per day at sea (tonnes) 0.28 0.33 0.34 0.32 0.32 0.30 0.36 0.33 0.36 0.34

  Average price per tonne landed (£) 2,719 2,413 2,176 2,306 2,203 2,491 2,372 2,545 2,584 2,245

  Total Income (£’000) 75.2 75.3 70.0 70.0 60.7 72.2 80.3 73.1 85.8 59.5

  Total Operating Costs (£’000) 60.9 61.0 54.3 55.1 48.2 51.1 56.4 59.4 71.0 52.1

  Gross Value Added (£’000) 35.9 35.6 32.6 31.8 27.8 35.7 43.2 34.2 42.8 25.1

  Operating Profit (£’000) 14.3 14.3 15.7 14.9 12.5 21.1 23.9 13.7 14.8 7.5

Fig. 6. Average per vessel: Operating costs structure compared to income, 2011-2020 Fig. 7. Operating costs compared to income per KW day at sea (£)

Fig. 5. Economic performance of fleet segment, 2019 (total, £'000)

Net profit £1,049

Operating profit £1,569 

GVA £4,536

Operating costs £7,526

Fishing income £8,745

Total income £9,095
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Vessel numbers
In 2020, there were 107 vessels in the segment. Vessel numbers peaked at 150 in 2012, then declined to a low of 94 in 2018. 

Landings and average price 

Nephrops, sole and squid were the three largest species by value of landings in 2020. Squid was primarily significant - in terms of value of 

landings - from July to October. In the observed period to 2020, the average price per tonne landed declined by 17%, having peaked at £2,719 

in 2011. The 'Other' species group included scallops, plaice and lemon sole.

Business performance by kilowatt day at sea (kWdas) 

Since 2011 the fishing income achieved per kWdas has been fairly steady. Cumulatively, the fall over 10 years was 2%. A peak in this variable 

of £7.45 in 2019 was a result of a peak in landings per day at sea. 

Value added per segment 

The average GVA per vessel in the observed period has been variable. A steady rate to 2016 was followed by a peak in 2017. Between 2011 

and 2020, the rate of change in this variable was -30%.
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Under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets  -  Fleet segment business characteristics in 2020
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Fleet segments in 2020

Number of Vessels  171

Total days at sea 10,921

Total value of landings (£’000)  £7,000

Total weight landed (tonnes)  3,138

Main species landed Sole & Bass
(species over 20% of total value)

Home nation of port of administration England 

Top 10 ports by landings

Fig 1. Top stocks by value as % of total value landed in 2020  

Fig 3. Days at sea by gear type as % of total days at sea in 2020

Fig. 2. Value of landings by stocks and month in 2020

Fig. 4. Total days at sea by gear type and month in 2020

Average Vessel Characteristics in 2020
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Under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets  -  Fleet segment business performance, 2011-2020
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   Economic Performance, 2011-2020 Trend  
2011-2020 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (estimate)

  Active vessels (#) 277 240 239 242 210 207 181 206 198 171

AV
ER

A
G

E 
PE

R 
VE

SS
EL

  Days at Sea (days) 90 89 88 91 84 86 85 79 70 64

  Landings (tonnes) 19.7 19.4 19.3 19.1 16.9 18.9 16.6 15.1 13.1 18.4

  Landings per day at sea (tonnes) 0.22 0.22 0.22 0.21 0.20 0.22 0.20 0.19 0.19 0.29

  Average price per tonne landed (£) 2,632 2,617 2,587 2,804 2,729 2,563 3,010 3,225 3,232 2,243

  Total Income (£’000) 57.0 53.9 50.5 57.4 46.6 49.1 51.8 48.7 43.6 46.3

  Total Operating Costs (£’000) 39.0 35.7 35.2 37.7 34.7 34.3 33.3 34.4 27.8 29.9

  Gross Value Added (£’000) 32.9 29.6 23.5 33.2 25.0 30.7 34.4 30.2 28.1 28.7

  Operating Profit (£’000) 18.0 18.2 15.3 19.8 12.0 14.9 18.5 14.4 15.8 16.3

Fig. 6. Average per vessel: Operating costs structure compared to income, 2011-2020 Fig. 7. Operating costs compared to income per KW day at sea (£)

Fig. 5. Economic performance of fleet segment, 2019 (total, £'000)

Net profit £2,297

Operating profit £3,128 

GVA £5,564

Operating costs £5,504

Fishing income £8,375

Total income £8,633

27%

36%

64%

64%

97%
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Vessel numbers
In 2020, there were 171 vessels in the segment. Vessel numbers peaked at 277 in 2011, declining in almost every year after. 

Landings and average price 

Bass, sole and pollack were the three largest species by value of landings in 2020. Whelks were a notable species, by value of landings, from 

January to July. In the observed period to 2020, the average price per tonne landed declined by 15%, having peaked at £3,232 in 2019. The 

'Other' species group included cockles, crab and lobsters.

Business performance by kilowatt day at sea (kWdas) 

Since 2011 the fishing income achieved per kWdas has been trending upward. Cumulatively, the rise over 10 years was 21%. This variable is 

estimated to have peaked at £8.21 in 2020, when the highest landings per day at sea were observed, according to preliminary estimates. 

Value added per segment 

The average GVA per vessel in the observed period has been notably fluctuating. Between 2011 and 2020, the rate of change in this variable 

was -13%.
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Under 10 metre pots and traps  -  Fleet segment business characteristics in 2020
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Fleet segments in 2020

Number of Vessels  348

Total days at sea 27,178

Total value of landings (£’000)  £23,900

Total weight landed (tonnes)  10,416

Main species landed Lobsters
(species over 20% of total value)

Home nation of port of administration England 

Top 10 ports by landings

Fig 1. Top stocks by value as % of total value landed in 2020  

Fig 3. Days at sea by gear type as % of total days at sea in 2020

Fig. 2. Value of landings by stocks and month in 2020

Fig. 4. Total days at sea by gear type and month in 2020

Average Vessel Characteristics in 2020
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Under 10 metre pots and traps  -  Fleet segment business performance, 2011-2020
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   Economic Performance, 2011-2020 Trend  
2011-2020 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 (estimate)

  Active vessels (#) 328 353 334 359 370 385 399 393 389 348

AV
ER

A
G

E 
PE

R 
VE

SS
EL

  Days at Sea (days) 101 105 101 105 102 102 94 88 92 78

  Landings (tonnes) 28.3 34.1 38.2 35.5 33.1 33.3 29.6 24.4 30.4 29.9

  Landings per day at sea (tonnes) 0.28 0.32 0.38 0.34 0.32 0.33 0.31 0.28 0.33 0.38

  Average price per tonne landed (£) 2,351 2,020 1,915 2,094 2,083 2,325 2,673 3,263 2,952 2,293

  Total Income (£’000) 69.6 72.1 76.9 77.4 70.6 81.5 80.8 82.7 94.0 76.3

  Total Operating Costs (£’000) 51.1 57.2 57.8 59.4 54.1 54.7 59.2 60.5 71.4 57.4

  Gross Value Added (£’000) 35.4 34.1 41.0 40.6 38.6 49.3 41.8 45.7 47.3 38.1

  Operating Profit (£’000) 18.6 14.9 19.1 18.0 16.5 26.8 21.6 22.2 22.7 18.9

Fig. 6. Average per vessel: Operating costs structure compared to income, 2011-2020 Fig. 7. Operating costs compared to income per KW day at sea (£)

Fig. 5. Economic performance of fleet segment, 2019 (total, £'000)

Net profit £6,263

Operating profit £8,830 

GVA £18,400

Operating costs £27,775

Fishing income £34,932
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Vessel numbers
In 2020, there were 348 vessels in the segment. Vessel numbers peaked at 399 in 2017 and have been consistent over the observed period. 

Landings and average price 

Lobsters, whelks, and crabs (C.P. mixed sexes) formed the largest categories by value of landings in 2020. The activity of this fleet segment 
is highly seasonal with the main fishing months falling between June and September. In the observed period to 2020, the average price per 
tonne landed declined by 2%, having peaked at £3,263 in 2018. An elevated price in 2018 - against lower landings per day at sea - reflects a 
higher landings of ballan wrasse.

Business performance by kilowatt day at sea (kWdas) 
Since 2011 the fishing income achieved per kWdas has been trending upward. Cumulatively, the rise over 10 years was 19%. This variable 
peaked at £10.20 in 2019. 

Value added per segment 
Apart from in 2020, the average GVA per vessel in the observed period has been trending upwards. Between 2011 and 2020, the rate of 
change in this variable was 8%.
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Methodology
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Outline and rationale
Seafish conducts an annual UK Economic Fishing Fleet Survey in two phases:

 1. Fleet survey through (voluntary) face-to-face interviews in ports   
  around the UK (summertime);

 2. Collection of accounts (autumn-winter time).

The Seafish catching sector economics work programme has two main 
aims:

 1. To provide accurate, up-to-date economic data and high-quality   
  analyses and commentary to inform business decisions, policy   
  discussions, and further research, where appropriate. 

 2. To meet a wide range of international agreements and commitments   
  which involve the collection of fishing fleet data. 

Methodology
Seafish produces the dataset with economic estimates by combining costs 
and earnings information from vessel accounts provided by vessel owners 
in the Fleet Survey with official effort, landings and capacity data for all 
active UK fishing vessels provided by the MMO. The outputs for all years are 
produced using a consistent methodology and fleet segmentation criteria 
so that trends in key indicators can be observed over time. Vessels can be in 
different segments in different years if they change their main gear, fishing 
area or target species from year to year. They may also change segments 
if the prices for certain species change considerably over time, altering their 
“main” species (by value).

Fleet segmentation
There are over 4,500 different sized vessels fishing around the UK coast 
using a wide variety of fishing gears, targeting different stocks, and supplying 
different markets. To ensure those differences are captured, we define groups 
or fleet segments of relatively similar vessels so we can provide information 
on the operational and financial performance of groups of comparable 
vessels. 

Each fleet segment has a set of mutually exclusive criteria that define which 
vessels are included in it for each year. Every active vessel will fit into only one 
segment each year. Criteria are based on the physical characteristics of the 
vessels, activity level, gear used, species targeted, and areas fished. 

There are 32 Seafish segments used to categorise the UK fishing fleet. If 
fewer than five vessels fit into one segment in a single year, they are instead 
grouped in the ‘Miscellaneous’ fleet segment. 

A 10% target sample rate is employed to robustly estimate variables for 
the entire segment population. The sample rate (10% per fleet segment) 
relates only to the costs, non-fishing income, investment, and capital values 
elements of the survey. For value of fishing income and activity levels (days at 
sea) information is available for every vessel in the fleet. Knowing the physical 
characteristics, activity levels and declared fishing income of all the vessels 
in each segment means that robust estimates of costs, non-fishing income, 
investment and capital values can be made for each segment based on a 
10% sample rate. 

First developed in 2008, the estimation methodology was used to produce 
single year estimates that were reported from 2008 to 2010 in Seafish 
surveys on the UK fishing fleet. The methodology was revised in February 
2013. The revision changed the way that the sample cost structure for each 
fleet segment was calculated, resulting in a more robust approach when 
dealing with outlying (far from average) cost data.

Costs and earnings
Declared fishing income is available from the government data set for every 
active vessel, so fishing income is the most reliable financial figure we 
produce. We then calculate, for all vessels in a segment, the sum of each cost 
item in the ‘combined segment sample cost structure’ as a proportion of the 
sum of fishing income. For example:

 a) The sum of gear costs is 10% of the sum of fishing income for this   
  group of vessels; 

 b) The sum of sales commission is 3% of the sum of fishing income, etc.  
  Crew share and fuel costs are calculated differently from other costs. 

To calculate crew share costs, we allocate a minimum £100 per day in 
instances where the actual observed value within the ‘combined segment 
sample cost structure’ is lower. To calculate fuel costs, we use Vessel 
Capacity Units (VCU) and fishing effort (days at sea) of each vessel to 
estimate its fuel consumption in litres, which is then combined with the 
average annual red diesel price (excluding duty) to calculate fuel cost 
estimates for each vessel. For the estimation procedure, within each Seafish 
defined fleet segment:

 1. Individual costs and earnings items from the sample of vessels   
  are added to create a ‘combined segment sample cost structure’. This   
  is calculated for each fleet segment as a proportion of the sum of   
  fishing income. 

2. We allocate the cost structure and non-fishing income data from   
 the sampled vessel accounts within a segment to all vessels in that   
 fleet segment. 

3. Costs and non-fishing income for all vessels in the segment are    
 estimated, using official statistics on effort and fishing income covering   
 every vessel. 

4. We adjust certain values based on minimum crew share and fuel   
 consumption per day at sea.

FTE Jobs 

We first estimate crew size (including both full- and part-time crew) 
based on information gathered from face-to-face interviews with vessel 
owners and MMO employment data. We estimate engaged crew for 
vessels not included in the sample based on sample data, the physical 
characteristics of the individual vessel and the vessel’s level of activity. 
Once the total engaged crew is estimated for all types of vessels in the UK 
fleet, we estimate Full Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs based on hours worked 
parameter we collect during the survey (an FTE is assumed to be 2,000 
hours worked per year).

Further details can be found in: UK Economic Fleet Estimates and Fleet 
Enquiry Tool - Methodology Report. 

Notes:
 • Our estimates are based on UK-wide samples. This report covers   
  only the English fleet.
 • We use a self-selecting stratified sampling approach, i.e., we survey  
  enough vessel owners from each segment who choose    
  to participate in the survey. 
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Sample rates (%)

Selected English fleets   |   Economic performance report   |   Dataset 2011-2020

Operating profit margin (%)

Net profit margin (%)

Segment Trend 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Under 10 metre demersal trawls and seine 13% 8% 9% 12% 8% 7% 12% 5% 2% 5%

Under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets 7% 7% 11% 4% 9% 12% 11% 9% 5% 4%

Under 10 metre pots and traps 6% 5% 5% 9% 13% 12% 10% 10% 9% 7%

Segment Trend 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Thames TECFO cockle fleet 31% 40% 33% 34% 31% 27% 23% 30% 27% 13%

Under 10 metre demersal trawls and seine 19% 19% 22% 21% 21% 29% 30% 19% 17% 13%

Under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets 32% 34% 30% 34% 26% 30% 36% 30% 36% 35%

Under 10 metre pots and traps 27% 21% 25% 23% 23% 33% 27% 27% 24% 25%

Segment Trend 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Thames TECFO cockle fleet 22% 34% 23% 28% 23% 21% 17% 22% 16% 26%

Under 10 metre demersal trawls and seine 12% 12% 16% 14% 15% 25% 21% 10% 12% 16%

Under 10 metre drift and/or fixed nets 24% 24% 19% 28% 19% 22% 29% 21% 27% 35%

Under 10 metre pots and traps 20% 14% 16% 14% 14% 25% 20% 20% 17% 23%
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Further reading
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UK Economic Fleet Estimates and Fleet Enquiry Tool - Methodology Report:
https://www.seafish.org/document/?id=3A58469B-530D-4BA3-A465-2B287767EB8D

Seafish Fleet Enquiry Tool:
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/seafish/viz/FleetEnquiryTool/1Overview

Here to give the UK seafood sector  
the support it needs to thrive.
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